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tion and preferment. To advance any man in the army,
because fais father is an orator in the senate, or the chief
inhabitant of a borough, seems not more rational, than to
make another man a judge, because some of his ancestors
were skilled in gunnery; nor would the lawyers have
juster reasons for complaint in one case, than the soldiers
in the other.

It is, therefore, sir, in my opinion, necessary to the ad-
vancement of military knowledge, that, as a centinel is, for
excelling in his profession, advanced to the degree of a
serjeant, the Serjeant, who continues his application, and
performs his duty, should, in time, be honoured with a
commission.

It may be objected, indeed, that serj;yynts, though they
are skilful commanders in -war, can very seldom arrive at
any remarkable skill in politicks, and though they should
be so fortunate as to gain estates, could never be of any
use as the representatives of a borough; and to what pur-
pose should those men be advanced, who can only serve
their country, but can contribute very little to the support
of the court ?

This is, 1 own, sir, an objection, which I despair of an-
swering to the satisfaction of those by whom it will be
raisied. The hardy serjeant would never cringe gracefully
at a levee, would never attain to any successful degree .of
address in f^iciting votes; and if he should by mere bri-
bery be deputed hither, would be unable to defend the
condtiet of his directors*

In vindication of the present scheme, I believe few of
those rugged wurriours would find many arguments; they
would not recommend to the nation a troop of boys, under
the command of boys, as the mo*t proper forces to be sent
to make conquests in distant countries, nor would imagine,
4hat unskilful soldiers could, under the direction of officers
equally ignorant with themselves, attain the knowledge of
* their duty in the same time as if they were incorporated
with regular troops, in which every man might receive iu*
structions, and learn his business from his comrade*

I had lately, sir, the opportunity of hearing the opinion
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